In many cases in which the spleen is much enlarged, and the ulcers are very extensive,-a long duration of time is required for their cure, and often skin-grafting is necessary. Many of these ulcers, especially such as are not caused by any external injury, will be found to be situated on the left leg on the same side as the spleen ; and in these it is probable that the disease of the spleen has acted not only as a predisposing but even as an exciting cause of the ulcer.
It surrounded by a white opaque raised rim, and its surface was of a uniform dull-red colour, destitute of granulations.
As the man confessed to having suffered from syphilis, iodide of potassium was first given, but without any good effect. Afterwards it was found that the spleen was very much enlarged, projecting below the umbilicus, and presenting a very distinct notch. Then sulphate of iron and chiretta were given internally, and red iodide of mercury ointment was applied externally to the spleen. The leg was placed in a Maclntyre's splint, and simple dressing applied to the ulcer, which gradually improved till he left the hospital on June 6th. It would appear probable that the frequent occurrence of sciatica in the left leg after intermittent fever may be due to the pressure caused by the enlarged spleen.
